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Spouse #1:  (     N A M E     )
Spouse #2:  (     N A M E     )

Use this worksheet to prepare to discuss your estate planning wishes with your attorney. 

Spouse #1 Fiduciary Preferences: Select at Least 3 for Each Document
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Spouse #2 Fiduciary Preferences: Select at Least 3 for Each Document
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Spouse #1 Distribution Preferences
1) To whom would you like your property to go to at your death?
(Examples: All to my spouse. All to my children, divided equally. Half to John Smith, one quarter to Jane Jones and Sally Jones. To my children from a prior marriage. To my daughter Elizabeth. To my friend Martha.)
	



2) If your spouse passes first, to whom would you like your property to go?
	



3) Do you have any special property that you want certain people to receive, or would you prefer the simplicity having the executor divide property among beneficiaries? A letter with your wishes to your executor can help with this, but would not be legally binding for them to follow exactly.
	



4) Would you like inheritances to be protected from your beneficiaries’ future creditors, predators, and any future divorcing spouses? If so, how long would you like that protection to last? (Examples: Yes, their entire life. Yes, until they reach age 35, etc.)
	



5) Do you own any property out of state? If so, please describe. (Example: Yes, commercial rental property in the state of Washington.)
	



6) Do you own a business? If so, please provide name, industry, number and names of owners, % ownership of each partner, and whether you have a buy-sell agreement or formal succession plan in place (Example: Yes, Acme Inc, gadget manufacturing, 3 partners, Jane Jones owns 50%, me and James Smith, each own 25%, no formal succession planning.)
	



7) Have you made any major gifts before? Any prior planning? If so, please provide details. (Example: $20,000 to my son Jeff. $25,000 every year to charity. $500,000 to my daughter Jane in 2009. $1.5 million of company stock to an irrevocable trust for my children in 2007.)
	





Spouse #2 Distribution Preferences
1) To whom would you like your property to go to at your death?
(Examples: All to my spouse. All to my children, divided equally. Half to John Smith, one quarter to Jane Jones and Sally Jones. To my children from a prior marriage. To my daughter Elizabeth. To my friend Martha.)
	



2) If your spouse passes first, to whom would you like your property to go?
	



3) Do you have any special property that you want certain people to receive, or would you prefer the simplicity having the executor divide property among beneficiaries? A letter with your wishes to your executor can help with this, but would not be legally binding for them to follow exactly.
	



4) Would you like inheritances to be protected from your beneficiaries’ future creditors, predators, and any future divorcing spouses? If so, how long would you like that protection to last? (Examples: Yes, their entire life. Yes, until they reach age 35, etc.)
	



5) Do you own any property out of state? If so, please describe. (Example: Yes, commercial rental property in the state of Washington.)
	



6) Do you own a business? If so, please provide name, industry, number and names of owners, % ownership of each partner, and whether you have a buy-sell agreement or formal succession plan in place (Example: Yes, Acme Inc, gadget manufacturing, 3 partners, Jane Jones owns 50%, me and James Smith, each own 25%, no formal succession planning.)
	



8) Have you made any major gifts before? Any prior planning? If so, please provide details. (Example: $20,000 to my son Jeff. $25,000 every year to charity. $500,000 to my daughter Jane in 2009. $1.5 million of company stock to an irrevocable trust for my children in 2007.)
	







Disclaimer:
This communication is for educational and informational purposes only. This communication is for informational purposes only and is not intended as tax, accounting or legal advice. This communication should not be relied upon for purposes of transacting or making legal or tax decisions without first consulting with your own legal or tax counsel.

Nothing in this presentation constitutes legal advice or an offer of legal representation, and absent a mutually signed agreement this does not constitute an attorney-client relationship. If you do not have an agreement with The Curtis Law Firm, PLLC (TCLF), then we have not agreed to represent you.

The information herein is provided “AS IS” and without warranties of any kind either express or implied. To the fullest extent permissible pursuant to applicable laws, TCLF disclaims all warranties, express or implied, including, but not limited to, implied warranties of merchantability, non-infringement, and suitability for a particular purpose.

This information is general in nature and may be based on an incomplete understanding of your factual and legal situation, and may not be suited for your particular situation. TCLF does not warrant that the information will be free from error. Your use of the information is at your sole risk.

The Curtis Law Firm, PLLC (the “Firm”) is a Texas Professional Limited Liability Company. Attorney Jeremy Curtis, Esq. (Attorney) is licensed as an attorney with the Texas Bar Association under bar number 24074101 and with the California Bar Association under bar number 314144. Any matters accepted by the Firm outside of Texas or California are either of a federal nature, or as a matter of consulting where a law license is not required by law, or where the Firm and an attorney licensed in that state have accepted the matter in a co-counsel relationship. In consulting arrangements, the information and presentations provided by Firm are intended to be used only in consultation with your own legal, tax, and accounting professionals, who must form their own independent professional opinions, as the Firm does not provide legal, state tax or other professional services requiring a license outside of the states of Texas and California.


Page 2 of 2
Copyright © 2024 by The Curtis Law Firm, PLLC – All rights reserved. No duplication, copying, or distribution in whole or in part without written permission. Disclaimer: This is for general informational and educational purposes only and is not legal, accounting, tax, or financial advice. Seek counsel from an attorney or other appropriately licensed professional before you make any decisions.
Page 2 of 2
Copyright © 2024 by The Curtis Law Firm, PLLC – All rights reserved. No duplication, copying, or distribution in whole or in part without written permission. Disclaimer: This is for general informational and educational purposes only and is not legal, accounting, tax, or financial advice. Seek counsel from an attorney or other appropriately licensed professional before you make any decisions.
image1.png
YOUR ESTATE AND BUSINESS PLANNING PARTNER

< THE CURTIS LAW FIRM, PLLC




